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Volume II, Issue 1- January 31, 2018 
 
Featured: For the Love of Birds 
 
The Migratory Bird Treaty Act (“MBTA") is one of the oldest national conservation 
laws. The Act was passed because Congress understood that without national – and 
international—conservation efforts, many of our most valued, familiar, and 
beautiful birds were threatened. 
  
Hunting and commercial exploitation for plumage were the best know threats 
when the MBTA was passed. Now, other threats associated with development kill 
billions of birds annually. 
  
These threats have been kept in check by U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service guidance 
and occasional enforcement against those who heedlessly killed birds “incidentally” 
as part of their economic activity. The Trump administration has announced that it 
will not protect migratory birds from this kind of mortality, called “incidental 
take.”The Conservation Law Center has represented clients such as the American 
Bird Conservancy in MBTA matters. We are studying the legal position that the 
government has taken, and we are looking for the right opportunity to contest the 
 
claim that the MBTA does not apply to incidental take, which is currently the 
biggest manageable killer of migratory birds. 
 
Thank you! 
Because of you, we succeeded in 
matching our 2017 Fall Appeal 
challenge grants from the 
Efroymson Family Foundation and 
CLC Member of the Board of 








This month's Friend of the 
Month is CLC Board Member, 
Robert H. McKinney. 
Bob McKinney has served on the 
Board since 2009 and has been 
instrumental in CLC's growth and 
development. Now an active civic 
leader, Bob was once chairman and 
CEO of First Indiana Corporation. 







This Month's Highlighted 
Species is the Whitetip Shark 
Status: Federally Threatened 
 
A commercial demand for their fins 
has caused a problem for the oceanic 
whitetip shark population. Their 
Pacific Ocean population has 
declined 80-90% since the 1990's 
which has sparked the federal 
government's decision this week to 






• February 26: CLC Board 
Meeting 
• March 1-4: Sr. Attorney Jeff 
Hyman will be presenting two 
panels at the Public Interest 
and Environmental Law 
Conference (Public Trust 
Doctrine 
Panel and Endangered 
Species Act Panel) 
 
 
A Word from Bo (or as he's 




The first of my five months at the 
Conservation Law Center started at 
the Indiana Supreme Court where 
staff attorney Jeff Hyman was 
defending the public’s use of Lake 
Michigan’s shoreline. Looking back, 
it was an exceptional introduction to 
 
the type of important work being 
done at CLC. 
 
The ground I’ve covered in this time 
ranges from pipelines to the First 
Amendment and includes clients at 
the local, regional, and national 
levels. It includes work I thought I’d 
be doing when I signed on and work 
I never thought I’d have the 
opportunity to do. 
  
These lofty, long-term projects are 
coupled with practical, near-term 
work as well. Most notably is the 
work my fellow Fellow Joe Brinkman 
and I have been able to do on behalf 
of local conservation groups as they 
restructure as non-profit 
organizations. It’s the ability to work 
with people like this on projects like 
these that leaves me enthusiastic 
about the remainder of my time here. 
 
Bruce "Bo" Mahr 
CLC Graduate Fellow Attorney 
  
 
 
